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From antiquity, the land of India has been glorified by incarnations of the sages, 
ascetics, monks and saints. Our religious literature is overflowing with glorious 
tales of sacredness of this land and of the sages and ascetics. Uncountable 
people arrive in the world every day and uncountable people depart from this 
world every day, but how many, this sacred earth, can enshrine in the mirror of 
history? It is said that history never rests. The wheel of time is ever 
revolving/moving, ever flowing. The lives of those who believe only in the talk 
are trampled under the wheels of the chariot called history, while they are called 
the Great Men who, through their personality and deeds, establish balance 
between their ‘talk and walk’ and make peoples feel blessed in their lives. 
Acharya Mahapragya is renowned as one such great man and proponent of 
Preksha Dhyan.                   
 

It is said that 
  

A branch becomes a rudder one day; 
A spark burns and becomes a fire; 

That which is crushed as dust, 
One day, that dust becomes a tower/minaret. 

 
The great tower/minaret of the persona of Acharya Mahapragya imparts 
conviction to the above lines. The Terapanthi religious sect is well established as 
an enlightened and rich religious sect. The seed sowed by Acharya Bhikshu is 
forever evolving through having the rich tradition of glorious Acharyas (Head 
Rulers). This sect achieved spectacular evolution under the able leadership of 
the Anuvrat Disciplinarian Acharya Tulsi. The Preksha vision, intuitional wisdom 
and spiritual personality of Acharya Mahapragya has imparted wonderful 
qualitative expansion of this religious sect. Having witnessed his extraordinary 
intellect and ever alert consciousness, even Acharya Tulsi occasionally happened 
to say that the Yuvacharya was equally acceptable and honourable in the sect 
as Acharya himself was. This is not just a formal comment by a great person, 



but a fact for those happened to be around in witness. Whoever has watched 
Acharya Mahapragya closely does not need any testimony of this remark. 
Complete manifestation of humility and simplicity, the Nathmalism of the de-
stressed/ever cheerful philosopher Mahapragya has been popular like Gandhism. 
Untouched by pomp and publicity, the owner of the ever-proactive persona, 
Acharya Mahapragya was a believer in unceasing walk. The height he has 
touched due to his belief and the actions in accordance with it, only rare ones 
can touch. 
 
As the brightness of the Sun, the coolness of the Moon, the height of the 
Himalayas and the sweetness of honey are same for everyone, similarly the 
intensity of attraction of Mahapragya is same in the eyes of all, provided one’s 
vision is not afflicted.  

 
 

EMINENCE OF MAHAPRAGYA 
Master of incomparable intellect, Mahapragya had multiple distinctions that the 
people at large assess Acharya Mahapragya in accordance with their vision of 
those distinctions.       
 
(01) Mahapragya in the eyes of the Dignitaries 

The signs of one’s personality are embedded in the deeds of every 
individual. Every page of the persona of Mahapragya is open and the people 
at large have been obliged by his accomplishments/deeds/work. Hence, 
assessment of his work is not difficult. There are few familiar with him in 
person, but it is not possible to count the number of those who have been 
benefitted and glorified by his accomplishments/work. Influenced by the 
accomplishments of Mahapragya, the acclaimed Bangla novelist Vimal Mitra 
has expressed his comprehension of his literary excellence in one of the 
letters sent to him as follows: An article or a speech by the Yuvacharya is 
like a lamp for me. His articles light up my mind. Perhaps, if I were familiar 
with his accomplishments/work earlier, the direction of my novels would 
have been exceptionally distinguished.  
 



Many more scholars, writers, statesmen and lawyers could not save 
themselves from the temptation of expressing their feelings on being 
influenced by his persona and work. In the words of Kalyanmal Lodha 
“Mahapragya is a renowned philosopher, thinker and writer. His literary 
work has imparted varied dimensions to Jain religion, philosophy and 
culture. His contemplation is valuable as much as it is honest, mystical and 
in compliance with the age-old norms. He is truly a ‘Great Eminence’!” The 
words of renowned litterateur Vishnu Prabhakar also express the persona 
of Mahapragya: All are familiar with the erudition, humility and creativity 
of Yuvacharya Mahapragya. His literature is proof of his glorious and clear 
thinking. Politics keeps the politicians far away from the religious heads, 
however, the multifarious persona of Mahapragya attracts people from all 
fields. Impressed by the new dimensions imparted to Prekshadhyan, Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee had to say “Mahapragya is a great, precious philosophic 
thinker. I completely surrender before him.  
 

    

 
 
According to the present President of India, Shri Ramnath Kovind – Acharya 
Mahapragya was one of the foremost spiritual personalities. He was an 
intense student and was supporter of humanity, peace and love. He was 
not a person but an institution in himself. Self-knowledge was paramount 
in his life and spread the light of knowledge for everyone. Past President of 
India, Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam influenced by Acharya Mahapragya to such an 
extent that he spent his birthday on 15 October 2003 with Acharya 
Mahapragya by addressing a religious forum in Surat. He has co-authored 
a book Family and Nation with the Acharya. 
 

   

 
 



 
The statements of the distinguished persons about Mahapragya are not 
mere words but the truth expressed in words. A person, with a selfish 
motive, may shower false praise, but there is no question about moneyless 
and wanderer Mahapragya serving anybody’s selfish interest. Therefore, 
the words emanated from the heart of scholars express the reality. Praise 
is being showered on the extraordinary work of Mahapragya here, there 
and everywhere.  

 
(02) Ideal Monk 

Goswami Tulsidas says “saints are simpletons; they are imbibers of virtues 
like butter. It is because of the saints/months there is balance on the 
earth.” One who is overflowing with the auspicious trinity of forgiveness, 
equnimity and dispassion is an ideal saint. Despite living in society, a saint 
is untouched by the parochialism and perversion of the society. 
Mahapragya, who became Muni (monk) at the age of ten, attained full 
sainthood in the presence of his guru (master) Acharya Shri Tulsi. A saint 
is not just a Veer (warrior/fighter) but a Mahaveer (great warrior/fighter) 
and pardon is their ornament. Equanimity is the ornament of a sage. The 
one who stays same in joy or sorrow, gain or loss, victory or defeat, is a 
sage. A sage, manifestation of equanimity, gives the message of 
equanimity to all. Joy or sorrow are natural, and their incidence is 
uninterrupted. Therefore, equanimity should be maintained in both the 
situations. (Sanskrit quotation). Therefore, awareness of equanimity is 
essential.  
 
Sage and dispassion are substitutes for each other. One without dispassion 
is not a sage. In the words of Mahapragya – I am a muni (sage). My ethos 
is different from the worldly rituals. My faith lies in the sainthood that is 
not a blown-out flame. I believe in being filled with the ocean of happiness. 
I believe in the sainthood whose source is ever flowing.  
 
Mahapragya is an ideal saint but he never claims to have achieved 
supernatural status; he is not unaware of the worldly happenings but never 
loses his equanimity/balance. He forgets the event retaining the lesson 
learnt from it. Litterateur Virendra Kumar Jain calls him a Yogi; Dr. 
Udaychand Jain, a scholar of Jain philosophy, calls him an ideal saint; Dr. 
Nagarmal Sahal calls him a Sthitapragya (dispassionate); and Dr. Narendra 
Bhanawat uses the adjective ‘Manishi Sant’ (Intellectural Saint) for him. It 
is, therefore, clear that his sainthood is considered as an ideal by the people 
at large. 
 

(03) A Critique of Acharya Tulsi 



A long chain of critiques is seen in the field of literature. Indrabhumi 
Gautam was the critique of Bhagwan Mahavir, the critique of Socrates was 
his renowned pupil Plato. Vinoba is world famous as the critique of 
Mahatma Gandhi. Vatsyayan was the critique of Gautam, and Prashatapad 
was the critique of Kanad. Similarly, Mahapragya is well known as the 
critique of Acharya Tulsi. Humility and dedication to his master are two of 
his best distinctions. Having secured the Acharyashri in his life he relieved 
himself from his obligations for his own life. He never perceived any 
distinction between what his master had done and what he had done. The 
inseparable role of the master and his disciple is rare in this modern age. 
It is only with great favour of fate wisdom and humility can be found 
together. Their combined manifestation is Mahapragya. 
 

 
In this regard, Acharya Mahapragya himself says – when Acharya Tulsi 
started presenting the principles of Acharya Bhikshu in the language and 
style of philosophy, I was fortunate to be with him in his every presentation. 
Jayacharya had the good fortune to be the critique of Acharya Bhikshu, 
while I was fortunate to be a critique of Acharya Tulsi along with also being 
a critique of Acharya Bhikshu. 
 
Acharya Shri Tulsi wrote a treatise called “Jain Siddhant Deepika” in 
Sanskrit. In one of its chapters the principles of Acharya Bhikshu were 
discussed. It was an attempt to express as philosophy the principles of 
Acharya Bhikshu in the form of aphorisms. One day Mahapragya read the 
chapter to Dr. Satkodi Mukherjee, whereupon Dr. Satkodi said it was an 
important principle; why was it not brought to light? Regrettable! Acharya 
Bhikshu was born in Marwad; were he born in Germany his fame would not 
have been any less than that of Emmanuel Kant. Mahapragya felt 
satisfaction by knowing the thoughts of Dr. Mukherjee. Acharya Tulsi has 
elucidated the principles of Acharya Bhikshu as a philosophy and the 
perception of his critique, Mahapraya, is full of substance and capable of 
resolving the problems of today. 
 
According to Dr. Nagarmal Sahal, Nathmal muni was not possible without 
Acharya Shri and Acharya Shri was not possible without Muni Nathmal – 



whatever they are could not have been. This is an ideal union—more like it 
was of Babu Shyamsunderdas and Pandit Ramchandra Shukla in the Hindi 
department of Kashi Hindu Vishvavidyalay (University). Babu ji was the 
taskmaster for Acharya Shukla. The work Shukla ji accomplished, Babuji 
could not do, but Shukla ji could not have done it without Babuji. Acharya 
Shri Tulsi and Acharya Mahapragya were like souls for each other. 
 
Realizing the desires and aspirations of his master, Acharya Shri Tulsi, 
Mahapragya has expounded various facts. With his strength and energy, 
he has expanded with novelty the Anuvrat Movement of Acharya Shri, and 
as per his desire, presented an education system of Jeevan Vigyan for 
creation of spiritual and scientific personality. Whereas, the system of 
penance propounded by Mahavir, he has synthesized the system of 
penance of Mahavir in the form of Preksha Dhyan suitable for the current 
age. All intents of Acharya Shri have found fulfilment through the speech 
and writing of Mahapragya. The work and leadership of Acharya Shri is 
visible in every ray of his transparent intellect. Salute to this auspicious 
creation of Acharya Shri in which he is manifest in totality. Shri Jayacharya 
voiced the sermons of Acharya Bhikshu, while Mahapragya is an 
incomparable student and critique of the intents of Acharya Shri in all 
possible manners. It was possible only for a person like Mahapragya to 
elucidate and expound any mystical statement in the discourse of Acharya 
Shri to impart completion to it and make it understandable for the layman. 
By expounding the literature of Acharya Shri by way of notes, 
commentaries and translations he has made it useful for the masses. 

   

  
 

(04) Intense Speaker 
Mahapragya had his learning through Sanskrit and Prakrut languages. 
Later, he made in depth study of philosophy which transformed his diction 
pure literary. The scholars in the of scholarly meetings used to be surprised 
at his excellent speeches. Whoever heard his discourse, could not restrain 
from admiring his oratorial prowess. He has given discourses more than 



he has written. India has seen many orators who have mesmerised the 
masses by their living words. In this tradition, Mahapragya has made his 
distinguished place in the mind of the Indian masses. When he speaks 
among the lay gathering his language is very simple and easy to 
understand as well as it contains examples and stories, while addressing 
learned educationists, statesmen, lawyers, professors and doctors, his 
language becomes literary and philosophical.  

 
This dichotomy of language has never been harmful to expression of the 
feelings. Despite the difference in the mode of expression the sincerity of 
the substance persists. Though, initial his language used to be philosophical 
and richly Sanskritized. On being cautioned by Acharya Shri Tulsi, he 
focused his attention in the direction of making it simple. Acharya one day 
said “Mahapragya, make the language of philosophy simpler so that the 
masses could understand it.” According to Mahapragya, from there on a 
new journey began for me. I combined the language of philosophy with 
that of stories. Not only combined the language of stories but began to use 
the language of stories to speak the language of philosophy. Earlier, I was 
of concern to some thinkers only, now I am of concern for the masses. 
Acharya Shri Tulsi’s motivation changed the direction of journey of my 
diction for which I salute him. Thus, his language became understandable 
for all. The bright speech became further intense with deep thinking. His 
strength and flow of his speech leaves a distinct impression.  

 
According to Dr. Nemichand Jain, not only the wellbeing of the entire Jain 
community, but of the entire humanity is alive in Mahapragya. He is a 
thinker of a superior order. It is as if Socrates has been reborn in him. His 
speech is full of questions – so many questions, so many markers and their 
precise targets. Truly, looking at Mahapragya, attention is invariably drawn 
to Scocrates of Greece.  

 
Masters of repartee on every question and endowed with a personality like 
his are rarely seen in the scholarly meetings. The authoritative speech with 
examples and allegories make his discourse impressive and touching the 
heart. The notes of experience have added a unique attraction in his style. 
Small examples from personal experiences go on establishing the 
substance of his speech/discourse. Speaking to the measure of the ability 
of the audience is a special quality of his oratorial power. His variation and 
distinctive aspects of his oratorial art are visible in his discourse to the 
gatherings from rural areas, of teachers, of intellectuals, and in national 
and international seminars. Making his discourse simple or mystical 
according the audience was a special characteristic of his oratorial art. That 
is why Prof. Udaychandra Jain has called him a bright orator also.  



  

 
 

In the Jain Studies Conferences, whenever the participants from various 
parts of the country faced an impasse, Mahapragya used to clear it to move 
on. In the Jain Studies Conference organized in Delhi in 1974, Elsford, a 
German scholar and Jain Studies expert, had accepted the wide reach of 
the scholarship of Mahapragya.  

 
(05) The Litterateur Appreciated by the Scholars             

Multifarious literary writing is a major part of the diverse accomplishments 
of Mahapragya. He does not accept arrangement of words as literature, 
but, according to him, literature is that which deals with a live problem. 

 
Many litterateurs have defined various tests for literature. However, 
generally it can be said that depiction of the divergence, strangeness, (?), 
orderliness, attractiveness, truth, piety and beauty decide a test for a 
litterateur. The literature of Mahapragya passes the test defined by the 
scholars for litterateurs. Mahapragya believes that creation of an individual 
and construction of happy society are the major objectives of literature. 
Apart from this, enlightening the inner flame of an individual, awakening 
of the mindful conduct, moral strength, human sensitivity and human 
compassion are also regarded by him as the objectives of literature.  

 
Mahapragya does not believe that literature is restricted to any person or 
class. He has attempted to touch every aspect of life and has employed his 
writing skill to write on all subjects concerning the all-round development 
of a human being. In compliance with the varied tastes of the masses, he 
has enriched various fields by his writings on religion, spirituality, politics, 
sociology, science, philosophy, conduct, history, psychology, yoga, etc. He 
maintains his pace with and interprets the present along with a lasting 
vision of the future. He verifies each fact on the test of science and 
analyses every aspect of religion with the scientific vision. Spirituality and 
science are requirements of the present. Therefore, their coordination is 
worthwhile. Swami Vivekanand felt the need for coordination between 
spirituality and science. Acharya Vinoba also put considerable emphasis on 
the coordination between spirituality and science. Mahapragya not only 



just states spirituality and science in his literature, he establishes their 
complementarity to each other. A German person has said that Jain religion 
contains the elements of the super-computer. He was asked on what basis 
he was saying so. He answered “I have read the literature of Mahapragya. 
I can say on the basis of it I can say that the world is still fare away from 
the kind of the computer described in the Jain religious literature.”  

 
Mahapraya has given highest prominence to expression of emotions in his 
philosophical treatises and has considered language as only the medium. 
He does not complicate the philosophical problems in the maze of language 
but stresses on clarity of emotions. Whenever Plato, philosopher from the 
Western world, was unable in unravelling the philosophical mysteries, he 
used to involve them in the tangles of language for which he had to face 
criticism from Socrates also. Like Socrates, Mahapragya had the awesome 
ability to give meaning to words and words to the meaning. It was the 
speciality of his writing style that he used to take up serious moral, 
philosophical and social issues and unravel them in an appropriate manner. 
The eternal truth inherent in his literature made his literature epochal. His 
accomplishments in the direction of precious creation in the field of 
literature can thoroughly stir vitality of the litterateurs of any age. The 
most living creation of any writer is the one reading of which gives the feel 
that the life of the author is speaking in it. By infusing his life motive into 
his creative efforts/motive, Mahapragya has indebted the world of 
literature.                                   

 
The literature of Mahapragya has strong capability of transforming life. 
Tenderness, preciousness, positivity, comprehensiveness, motivating and 
(?) are the precious characteristics of his literature. The world of literature 
has been enriched by about 300 of his works. We can categorise his entire 
literature into seven sections as follows: 

(01)  Preksha Literature 
(02)  Philosophy and Theory 
(03)  Individual and Thoughts  
(04)  Miscellaneous 
(05)  Prose and Poetry 
(06)  Stories and Novels  
(07)  Sanskrit and Prakrut Literature 

 
The Preksha literature of Mahapragya incorporates various aspects of yog 
and meditation, various methods of attaining control of mind and 
consciousness, remedies for freedom from stress and media of fruitful 
contemplation. By the number, such books are about 40 among which 
‘Kisne Kahaa Man Chanchal Hai?’, ‘Aabhaamandal’, ‘Arham’, ‘Amoort 



Chintan, Eso Panch Namokaaro, Man kaa Kaayaakalp, Jain Yog, Abhay Ki 
Khoj, Samaadhi Ki Khoj’, ‘Meri Drushti, Meri Srushti’, ‘Uurjaa Ki Yaatraa’ 
and ‘Apnaa Darpan, Apnaa Bimb’ are worthy of mention. In these books 
Mahapragya has tried to establish that the exercise of Dhyaan (meditation) 
is a procedure that influences the body and the mind both. Due to the 
combined effect of awakening of the Spiritual Centres located in the body 
and release of the glandular secretions there is an assured possibility of 
chemical transformation. To attain it one must diligently carry on with the 
exercises for a long time.  

 
The life of great men is so expansive that it cannot be confined within the 
boundaries of any country or time. It is not easy to interpret their ‘Jeevan 
Charitra’ in words. The word “Jeevan” denotes the bodily component of 
their life, while the word “Charitra” denotes their internal characteristics. 
Since their life is ideal for all, it must be analysed carefully. In this section 
he has written about the life of great personalities such as Shraman 
Mahavir, Acharya Bhikshu, Shrimad Jayacharya, Acharya Tulsi, etc., their 
foot journeys, memoirs, and eternal thoughts. The author has enhanced 
importance of the way of life by writing about the lives of these great 
personalities. Who were Shraman Mahavir, Mahavir? Mahavir: Jeevan Aur 
Darshan, Bhikshu Vichaar Darshan, Unnisvi Sadi Ka Nayaa Avishkaar, His 
works ‘Pragya Purush Jayacharya’, ‘Dharmachakra Ka Pravartan’, 
‘Acharyashri Tulsi: Jeevan Darshan’, ‘Acharyashri Tulsi (Jeewan Par Aek 
Drusti)’, Kuchh Dekhaa, Kuchh Sunaa, Kuchh Samjhaa’ are about the 
person and his thoughts.  

 
While praising Mahapragya’s book ‘Shraman Mahavir’, Virendra Kumar 
Jain has said that it is a great book which one likes to read again and 
again. The speciality is, I feel one with the author on the contemplative 
ground. I was surprised to realize that what I wrote in “Anuttar Yogi”, I 
found its consistent confirmation in his contemplation. Writing in praise of 
this book, Dr. Nizamuddin’s comments “In his book “Shraman Mahavir”, 
various aspects of the life of Mahavir have been minutely depicted by 
Mahapragya in a very tasteful style without any preconceived notions and 
references to traditions.” which appears apt/meaningful. Reading such 
tasteful biography gives a feeling that the author has seen the life and his 
time of Mahavir with his own eyes. True, “Shraman Mahavir” is a 
biography, a poem, a novel, philosophy, literature and culture. Reading it 
makes one feel that a great sculptor is converting a block of stone into an 
idol using the chisel of his rationality.  
 
Mahapragya is acknowledged with reverence among the modern 
philosophers. He is recognized as the modern Siddhasen Diwakar of the 



Jain philosophy. He has rendered comparative study of the Jain Philosophy, 
Indian philosophy and the western philosophy in his tomes. it is the 
speciality of his philosophical treatises that the ultra-mysterious subject 
also is explained in an easy and ordinary language. He does not regard 
logic as completely impractical, though he renders a confluence of faith 
and logic/rationality. His first philosophical work, which was in Hindi, was 
published as ‘Jeev Ajeev’. This was not only his first book in Hindi but was 
also the first book of Terapanth published in Hindi. Written in 2000, it is as 
popular as it was then. In the words of Mahapragya, the popularity of the 
book gave me the courage to move further in the field of literature. 
 
He is a great philosopher and a powerful writer. Precious thoughts is 
speciality of his literature. His important works like ‘Jain Darshan: Manan 
Aur Mimaansa’, ‘Jain Nyaay ka Vikas’, ‘Ahimsa Tatva Darshan’, ‘Bhikshu 
Vichar Darshan’, etc. have earned distinctive respect in the field of 
scholarship. His                                               

 
(06) Great Poet Mahapragya 

Mahapragya is not only a yogi, phisopher but a poet and an author also. 
About poetry, Mahapragya himself has said “the heart takes an image from 
the external world and returns it to the external world in the garb of 
words—that reverse gift is poem. I was never influenced by the poetry that 
remains confined in the words and not able to touch the thousands of 
hearts. My poetry, therefore, is not confined within any limitations.” In 
fact, he never accepted commitment to any form of poetry. He has given 
more importance to expression of thoughts than lyricism in poetry.   

     
 The poetry of Mahapragya is natural, not an outcome of exercise. He never 
made poetry his goal but adopted it as a means to give rest to the fatigued 
mind. He himself accepted that poetry was not the main concern of his life. 
He never gave the honour of a companion to poetry, yet he has received 
dedication of a follower from it. He took support of poetry whenever he 
thought of changing the subject of his contemplation; he took support of 
poetry whenever he experienced mental strain.        

 
(07) Excellent Story Writer 

Story is the most popular form of prose. Exposition of or making a 
commentary on the realities of life is not possible in any other form as 
easily as it is in a story. The excellence of a story depends on how the 
storyteller catches the crux of life and presents it in an interesting way. As 
per Mahapragya, a small story explains a serious issue which thousands of 
pages cannot accomplish. The heart years for simplicity and attraction for 
human instincts. Presenting a matter in the form of a story is an ancient 



tradition. Mahapragya also makes use of stories in his discourse so that 
the audience finds it easy to grasp the subject. The stories used by him in 
his discourses to make them interesting have been published in five 
volumes under the title Stories of Mahapragya. 
 
The language of his stories is precise, without any unnecessary expansion 
that weakens the subject matter being explained. Acharyashri has a 
marvellous ability to resolve philosophical mysteries through the medium 
of stories. 
 
Mahapragya is not a novelist and never had any interest in that form of 
literature. However, he has written a short novel by name Nishpatti. 
Written in 1960, though small in size, it expounds various aspects of 
human character along with an attempt to impart a new definition to it. 
This is mainly a thought-based novel written in a philosophical style. The 
novel is based on the theme how the thoughts of nonviolence affect 
different persons in different ways and how life can become happy and 
pleasant. Mahapragya has made a successful attempt to guide the masses 
about lifestyle.       

 
(08) Mahapragya – Eminent poet of Sanskrit 

Sanskrit was being recognized as a glorious language among the ancient 
languages. Sanskrit as the language of the Gods and an ancient Indian 
language has been dead today. Once famous as the language of the 
masses for general interaction, Sanskrit today is associated with scholars 
only. Sanskrit is the only language that was proved beneficial in all the 
three Vaidik, Jain and Buddhist traditions. There are five works of high 
calibre written in Sanskrit by Acharya Mahapragya – ‘Ashruveena’, ‘Atula-
Tula Aur Sambodhi are poems tic, and Mukulam is an anthology of short 
essays. Sanskrit Vaakya Rachana Bodh is a highly useful treatise on 
Sanskrit grammar. Ashruveena is a long narrative poem set in the 
Mandaakraantaa metre like the Meghdoota by Kalidasa. Mahapragya has 
made steam as the messenger and revived Kalidasa in the modern age.  
 
Prose is the test of poets. Sanskrit prose has its own glory. There isn’t 
anybody unfamiliar with the dexterity of Dandi and Banabhatta. A 
collection of short essays written on various subjects, Mukulam is a 
distinguished prose work of Acharyashri. The essays in this collection are 
written with a view to the academic benefit of the students who want to 
acquire proficiency in Sanskrit. The style of writing has been adopted with 
a view to make possible reading of one essay each day. The manner 
adopted for writing the essays is with a view to make possible reading one 
essay each day. The collection of his sporadic poems during 30-35 years 



of life is published under the title Atula Tula. The poems are largely inspired 
in the course of life and specimen of extempore poetry. His extraordinary 
command over the language, marvellous exercise of grammar and lyrical 
use of words are all worth experiencing. The compositions are dealing with 
descriptive, emotional and sensitive subjects.        
 
Sambodhi is the third major poetic work of Mahapragya in Sanskrit which 
is comparable to the Geeta. He has achieved a distinguished place for 
himself in the Sankrit literature by writing this treatise. It has the status 
of Jain Geeta. He has been profusely admired for this accomplishment. His 
thoughts and contemplation emanate from his own experiences and 
perceptions, and this treatise is testimony to that. The Geeta strongly 
advocates dedication and surrender to God while Sambodhi is about         
 
Mahapragya is a Prakrut scholar of very high order. His authority on 
Prakrut was widely acknowledged and appreciated. He has written two 
treatises on the Prakrut grammar for the benefit of the students of the 
language.    
 
The literary contribution of Mahapragya through employing his pen in all 
the three – Hindi, Sanskrit and Prakrut – languages have supremely 
strengthened the Indian ethos. His literary work has made him a leader of 
the people.                                      

 
(09) Mahapragya – an Instant Poet    

Mahapragya is equally gifted in the technical and emotional aspects of his 
literary compositions, which are full of word play and serious thought. 
Extempore poetry is instant composition on a given subject. Mahaprgya 
has surprised experts by his eminence in this format of poetic composition.       

 
(10) Mahapragya – Editor of the Jain Religious Scriptures 

The multifarious capabilities of Mahapragya have been used in many ways. 
Whatever task he undertook, he pursued it with full dedication, and 
accomplished it. One of his major accomplishments is editing of the 
Agamas (the Jain scriptures). The scriptures comprising the collective 
knowledge received from the Trirthankaras, the elderly members of the 
community, and the community of the monks are called Agamas. In 1954, 
motivated by the news about editing of the Buddhist scriptures, 
Acharyashri enquired with Muni Nathmal about undertaking similar task 
regarding the Jain Agamas. Muni Nathmal was not daunted in the least by 
the gigantic proportion of the work and agreed to undertaking it with the 
blessings of Acharyashri. The formal announcement of the work was made 
on the birth anniversary of Mahavir in Aurangabad in 1955.      



 
With strong determination, deep persuasion and infinite faith, the difficult 
work was undertaken keeping in mind the measures such as neutrality, 
honesty, critical notes, comparative clarification and the policy of 
coordination. There were many hurdles, but they were all tackled 
successfully with the leadership of Acharyashri and the extraordinary 
competence of Mahapragya. One of the critic monks has said that 
Mahapragya has multifarious accomplishments, but his accomplishment 
with reference to the Agams will make him great and immortal. That this 
is the great service to the religious organisation of Jain religion.   
 
Acharyashri many times publicly appreciated the contribution of 
Mahapragya regarding editing of the Agamas and, to a large extent, gave 
him full credit for it. Mahaprgya carried on the huge work of editing of the 
Agamas as the chief editor till the end of his life.        
 

 
    

(11) Presentation of Acharya Bhikshu as a Philosopher 
Acharya Bhikshu appeared in this auspicious land of nonviolence 2300 
years after Mahavir. At that time nonviolence, sacrifice and detachment 
were being thoroughly disregarded through violence, consumption and 
indulgence under the pretext of defending the religion and indispensable 
for living. 
       
Acharya entered the world of spiritualism with adopting monkhood in the 
Jain Shwetamber Sthanakwasi sect in V.E. 1808. He was perturbed by the 
conduct and loose character of the monks. He discussed the matter at 
length with Acharya Rughnath, but when there was not any positive 
outcome, he broke his association with the Sthanakwasi sect and 
established the Terapanth sect in V.E. 1817. He will be remembered for 
millennia as a person who never compromised his conduct and thoughts. 
He was nonviolence personified. He was a believer in the pure and 
unimpaired form of nonviolence. Any alternatives to nonviolence and 
restraint were never acceptable to him.  
 



The total credit for establishing Acharya Bhikshu as a philosopher goes to 
Mahapragya. Acharya Bhikshu never cared to leave his thoughts recorded 
in any manner. His philosophic thoughts were scattered here and there. 
Mahapragya put them together and established him as a philosopher. We 
can learn about his philosophic nature through the book ‘Bhikshu Vichar 
Darshan’ written by Mahapragya.  
 
We learn from this book that Acharya Bhikshu was very particular about 
purity of the means. He would never accept impure means. For attaining a 
pure objective, the means has to be pure too. The impure means are likely 
to destroy the objective. Emphasis on purity of means probably made him 
to put special stress on change of heart. Eternal freedom from the cycle of 
birth and death was regarded by him as the ultimate goal for which instead 
of worldly benevolence, the spiritual benevolence is necessary. He believed 
that dispossession of material objects, change of heart and exercise of 
restraint are true nonviolent elements and therefore the true deliverance 
is possible through them. The goal and the means employed to attain them 
comprise the crucial aspects of the philosophy of Acharya Bhikshu. 
Accorging to him, nobody is small or big in spirituality; all are equal. He 
calls this non-duality as unification with the soul. Any alteration of and 
change in the means were not acceptable to him. He was a firm believer 
in the eternity of a precept. Equality of all living organisms was the 
fundamental and mandatory premise of his philosophy.                   
 

(12) Mahapragya – Proponent of Jeevan Vigyan 
Mahapragya was of the view that the present education system lacks 
balance. It is an incomplete eduations system. There are elements of 
physical and intellectual development in it, but the mental and emotional 
development is not possible. Today, students commit suicide because they 
do not have control on their passions. Suicide is not possible with control 
over the passions. Experiments of control over the passions should be 
conducted. Mahapragya gave the useful education system of Science of 
Living to rectify this shortcoming of the education system. Along with 
theory, emphasis has been put on practical exercises.        
 

 
 



(13) Mahapragya – Proponent of Preksha  
Mahapragya was of the view that the present education system lacks 
balance. It is an incomplete education system. There are elements of 
physical and intellectual development in it, but the psychological and 
emotional development is not possible in it. A student commits suicide due 
to lack of control over passions. Suicide is not possible with control over 
passions. Experiments of control over passions should be conducted. 
Mahapragya has given a useful educations system called Jeevan Vigyan 
(Science of Living) to rectify the said shortcoming in education. Along with 
the principles, there is equal emphasis on the practical exercises also.     

 
(14) Founder of Confederation for Nonviolence 

One of the major contributions of Acharya Mahapragya is as the founder 
of the confederation for nonviolence. He believed that the violent forces 
get together and do the destructive work. If the non-violent forces unite 
to work together, not only the violent forces will be checked, there will be 
reign of peace and harmony in society and the country. With this objective, 
Acharya Mahapragya initiated a program during his ritualistic four months’ 
stay at Surat in 1998 with a view to mutual reinforcement of the individuals 
and organizations working in the field of nonviolence. Later, he integrated 
the confederation as an activity of the Anuvrat Mahasamiti under a 7-point 
program which is as follows: 

(01)  Development of a balanced personality through non-violence 
(02)  Resolution of family dispute through nonviolence 
(03) Resolution of the cast and communal problems through 

nonviolence 
(04)  Efforts to broaden the concept of Nonviolent Economics  
(05) Sovereignty of Nonviolence – promotion of nonviolence in the 

international world 
(06)  Training of Nonviolence 
(07)  Lifestyle based on nonviolence       

 
(15) Mahapragya - Inventor of Relative Economics 

The book Mahavir Ka Arthashastra (Economics of Mahavir) by Mahapragya 
is the most talked about book in the world of economics scholars. The title 
of the book was a cause for surprise for the people that a renunciator can 



also talk of economics. But people realized on reading the book that the 
thoughts of Mahavir are useful in the field of economics also. On this basis, 
Acharya Mahapragya introduced presented the concept of Relative 
Economics during his ritualistic four-month stay in Delhi in 2005.  
 
Restraint, aversion to amassing, control on desires, equality and nonviolent 
spirit constitute the foundation of relative economics. Today there are 
problems in the society mainly due to disregard of the fundamental values 
of relative economics, which should be broadened to resolve those 
problems. Prominent economists have praised the concept of relative 
economics presented by Acharyashri. Many national and international 
seminars have taken place on this subject where the economists have 
found it useful in the interest of the country. It is, therefore, necessary 
that our planning is made in accordance with the concept of relative 
economics to prove its utility.             

  
CONTRIBUTION OF MAHAPRAGYA 
Man does not become great by birth but by deeds, and the minds of people 
cannot remain uninfluenced by his eminence. He is not for himself only but his 
whole life and efforts are for others, therefore others also become radiant with 
his radiance. Mahapragya was one such person whose work and influence has 
brought gratification to all. Influenced by his multifaceted personality, people 
have felicitated him with various titles like Dwitiya Vivekanand, Manishi Sant, 
Lok Maharshi, etc.         
 
(01) Contribution to Terapanth 

Terapanth is an excellent disciplined sect in the Shwetamber Jain religious 
order. Epoch maker Acharya Tulsi was its ninth head and Mahapragya was 
its tenth head. For years together this pair was in the service of their 
religious sect. Terapanth sect was founded by Acharya Bhikshu in 1760. Of 
the nine past heads of the sect, the influence of the personality and work 
of Acharya Mahapragya on the sect is quite special.  
 
Acharyashri put his strength and intellectual prowess in the creation of 
educated young monks, as a result of which many noteworthy monks rose 
to prominence. This is one of his great achievements. Mahapragya 
introduced many new dimensions for the female monks who constitute a 
large section of the Terapanthi religious order. For the female monks he 
emphasized dissolution of self-interest, development of the ability for 
sustained meditation and deep study. 
 
Young male and female monks are the backbone of the religious order. 
Readying them is ensuring glorious future for the sect. Mahapragya 



accorded priority to this work. His life is an ideal for all the monks. The 
sect has been vastly benefited from his literary accomplishments.  
 
He not only strengthened the Terapanth sect internally by his knowledge 
and character, he gave it a place of honour in the outside world. The special 
recognition Terapanth has achieved today through his scholarship, 
literature, presence in various print media was not possible even to 
imagine in the past. Along with Acharya Tulsi he has given an identity to 
the Terapanth sect taking it beyond the sectarian limitations and made it 
meaningful in accordance with the thoughts of Acharya Bhikshu. According 
to Mahapragya, ahimsa is religion, and Terapanth has prospered in this 
manner. 
 
The entire Terapanth is activated by the tenets emanated from his 
profundity.                   

 
(02) Contribution to Jain Religion 

Mahavir cannot be associated with any class or sect, though he is 
associated with the Jain community. His eternal thoughts are useful for all. 
Mhapragya has become renowned as the modern thinker, preacher and an 
unprecedented critic of the Terapanth sect. Based on the spiritual journey 
of Mahavir, he has shown a way to every spiritual aspirant through his 
book Chetana Ka Urdhvarohan (Ascendance of the Spirit). His precious 
thoughts have enriched both Jain religion and philosophy in a great 
measure. He is counted among the leading precious thinkers.  
 
Mahapragya has defined the fundamental principles in his book Jain 
Darshan: Manan Aur Meemaansa (Jain Philosophy: Deliberations and 
Criticism). He has influenced the readers of Jain philosophy by enriching 
the Jain literature through his discourses, letters, periodicals and literary 
works. His life, lived on the principle of Jain pluralism, is worth imitating 
for all. He was not living an adopted pluralism; pluralism became alive by 
merging with him.  
 
It was an urgent need in the modern age to define the Jain philosophy from 
the base of sensitive intellectualism and to establish it as a living value 
system instead of as a religion or sect. Mahapragya has given veritable 
proof of his profundity and intellectual awareness in fulfilling this historic 
requirement.  
 
He was particularly sad at the loss to humanity in losing the method of 
penance practiced by Mahavir. In his quest for the same, therefore, he 
placed utmost emphasis on restraint and penance. Through Preksha 



meditation he revived and re-established the forgotten Jain meditation 
system. He has written many books on yoga and has enriched Jain yoga. 
Thus, Mahapragya has greatly influenced the modern Jain philosophy 
through his thoughts and prodigious work.                

 
(03) Contribution to Indian Philosophy 

Mahapragya is in the forefront of the modern Indian philosophers. In this 
land a philosophic trend was initiated and continued from the ancient time 
by the likes of Bhagwan Mahavir, Gautam Buddha, Kapil, Patanjali, Kanad, 
Gautam, Jaimini and Shanker. The Upanishads are indeed a rich source of 
the comprehensive Indian philosophic trends. The names of KC 
Bhattacharya, Maharshi Arvind, Swami Vivekanand, Dr. Radhakrishnan 
and Mahatma Gandhi are revered among the modern Indian philosophers. 
That great person who did not let that philosophic trend to cease was 
Acharya Mahapragya. Despite being an adherent of the Jain Terapanth 
religious philosophy, he followed only those philosophic tenets which he 
discovered himself without being partisan or narrowminded and any beliefs 
or prejudice. He has added a new dimension in the Jain philosophy by 
separating Atma from Knowledge. According to him, he did not know Atma, 
but he accepts its notion, because through the sense organs knowledge 
about only the gross options can be obtained. His thoughts about the soul 
brings him at par with Kant.  

  

  

 
He made the unique attempt to make philosophy universal by accepting 
practical ethics. His philosophic values include principles, knowledge, 
ethics, society, life and world. He made incomparable efforts to present 
the Jain philosophy in the light of new science and modern environment. 
Also, through developing the concepts of science of living, Preksha 



meditation and Anuvrat, he presented the philosophy for life that is 
compliant with logic. 
                    

(04) Contribution to Society 
 The discourses, preaching, addresses and the multifarious literature of 
Mahapragya has a significant influence on the learned as well as ordinary 
people. His life and deeds imparted strength for living, a religious message 
and the courage to follow the righteous path.  
 

(04.01)  Ahimsa Pilgrimage 
In the beginning Acharya Tulsi made the roaring of sovereign nonviolence 
emphasising importance of nonviolence, but later to take the message to 
establish peace through nonviolence, Acharya Mahapragya imparted leadership 
to the Ahimsa Yatra. The blueprint of the Ahimsa Yatra was prepared in the 
ritualistic four-month stay in Bidasar in 2001. The yatra started on December 5, 
2001 from Sujangarh in the district of Churu. It has two main objectives: 

(01)  Awakening of the spirit of nonviolence 
(02)  Development of the moral values 

 
The pilgrimage, in the leadership of Acharyashri, was welcomed as it went from 
place to place. During the progression of the pilgrimage, Acharyashri was giving 
sermons, and nonviolent resolutions were being suggested for problems. There 
was a program of training in nonviolence during the pilgrimage. This training has 
four dimensions: (1) The Principle of nonviolence, (2) Transformation of the 
heart, (3) Nonviolent lifestyle, and (4) Cleansing of the earning for livelihood 
and training for the same.  
 
Initially, training camps were being conducted for training of nonviolence at the 
places of rest in the course of the Ahimsa pilgrimage. Later, nonviolence training 
centres were opened all over the country and abroad. The pilgrimage was 
welcomed in Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, 
Rajasthan, etc. The seven-year pilgrimage was concluded in Sujangarh on 
December 14, 2008. 
 
Thus, it can be said that Mahapragya’s is multifaceted. He has obliged the 
masses with the presentations accrued through his contemplation.         

 



(04.02)  Arrival on the Earth 
This great personality arrived on the earth on 14 June 1920 in village Tamkor of 
the Jhunjhunu district of Rajasthan. The family astrologer had named him 
Indrachand on the basis of the birth date. But, since no child was surviving in 
the family, the parents got his nose pierced and named him Nathmal. Later, this 
name gave him unparalleled worldwide fame. Mother Balu Shri was a religious 
lady. However, the whole family was struck with misfortune as father Tolaram 
Chordia suddenly expired when the infant was only two and half months old. 
Mother Balu Shri showed great courage and determination in this grave situation 
and fulfilled all her responsibilities towards rearing of the child.  

 
The mother was worried about academic education of child Nathmal as there 
was no govt. school in the village. There was a private school of a master in the 
villae, and she thought it prudent to send the child to it. His maternal family was 
from Sardarshahar, and for a brief period he had his education there. But, the 
separation was unbearable for both the mother and the child, and the education 
was to be discontinued.  
 
Mother Balu Shri was a devout lady having deep faith in religion, meditation and 
highest dedication to the religious canons. Child Nathmal used to listen to the 
devotional songs sung by his mother in praise of Acharya Bhikshu and used to 
get thrilled by them. This regular listening produced a natural attraction in the 
mind of child Nathmal towards Acharya Bhikshu and his compositions.  
 
Outwardly there was not anything special about child Nathmal. But, when he 
was eight years old, an ascetic who came to the village saw him playing outside 
and made an extempore prophecy that the child would be a great yogi which 
came true ab verbatim.                
 
(04.03)  When the Family Members were Shocked  
At the age of nine, master Nathmal went to Memansingh (now in Bangladesh) 
along with his family to participate in the marriage of his paternal cousin. They 
had to make a stay at his paternal aunt’s place in Kolkata, as shopping was to 
be made for the marriage. He went to the shops in Kolkata for the first time with 
his paternal uncle Pannalal ji. There they got separated from each other. Acharya 
Shri has himself described the incident: when I was left alone, I put the 
wristwatch and the gold chain in my pocket and marched towards the unknown. 
I was not knowing where to go and where I was going. But the inner spirit was 
knowing, and the fate arranged for my arrival at my destiny. When I reached 
home, everybody was surprised and asked me how I reached home. I had no 
answer to that. Everything in life does not have an answer. On return from the 
wedding, the inner feelings in the mind of the child were gradually revealing 
themselves. At that time Muni Chhabil ji happened to conduct his rainy- season 



dwelling in the village. The child was motivated by the Muni to undertake Jain 
studies. During this interaction one day, the Muni proposed to the child initiation 
into monkhood.     
             
(04.04)  Mother worshipper Child Nathmal 
Acharya Kalugani perceived the intense feelings of detachment in child Nathmal 
and ordered his initiation. But child Nathmal requested for initiation of his 
mother, Balu ji, also. Acharya Kalugani agreed and ordered consecration of both, 
the mother and the son. When child Nathmal went home and told his mother 
that he got Acharya’s permission for their consecration together, the mother 
found it hard to believe. The consecration ceremony took place in the ‘Bhansali 
ji ka Bagh’ in Sardarshahar on the tenth day of the first (Shukla) half of the 
month of Maagh of the V.E. 1987 (CE 1930) at the hands of the venerable 
Kalugani.  
 
When asked by the people about becoming the monk, the child monk used reply 
that he was not clear about what to do after becoming a monk. People asked 
me repeatedly why ‘I became monk at such an early age? I could not think of 
any proper answer. However, I would like to say only one thing that it was 
combination of the motivation from the realm of the unknown and some cause 
from the realm of the known that I became a monk. 
 
I regard my becoming a monk and start my life journey under the grace of Muni 
Tulsi was arranged by the motivation of the unknown. His glorious future was 
latent in his reply.        
 
(04.05)  Beginning of the Spiritual Pilgrimage 
The spiritual journey of this child started from here. The sterling qualities hidden 
in the rough block of stone were recognized by Acharyashri Kalugani. To 
transform that rough block of stone into an idol, he chose the sculptor, Muni 
Tulsi, and made muni Nathmal a student in his spiritual school. It is true that 
character building is accomplished in the hands of an expert creator. An expert 
creator is an apt master, which is why Indian scriptures and literature are 
abound with praise of a preceptor. Muni Buddhamal was the classmate of Muni 
Nathmal in the school of Muni Tulsi.     
 
Initially, the child monk was slow in exercising his intellect. Muni Tulsi applied 
his full strength to make it sharp. In a very short time, his efforts showed 
promise and the child monk, who was hardly memorise a couple of couplets a 
day, was memorising 30-40 couplets a day.  
 
Strict discipline and kind love awakened the sleeping intellect of Muni Nathmal. 
Muni Tulsi did full justice with his responsibility of creating his disciples. He used 



to give more attention on Muni Nathmal. Later, Muni Nathmal, expressing 
gratitude, said that the assets of great persons are for the welfare of others.       
 
The handwriting of the child monk was not good. Muni Maganlal ji Swami once 
made fun of it which motivated the child monk to make a resolve to improve his 
handwriting. His perseverance for the next three years resulted in securing 
appreciation from Acharya Kalugani for his handwriting on seeing a handmade 
copy of the Parshvanath Stotra by the child monk. When a man has 
perseverance, enthusiasm for accomplishment and the motivation for becoming 
somebody, even the impossible becomes possible, unattainable becomes 
attainable.  
        
(04.06)  Expression of Scholarship 
Along with Sanskrit, Muni Nathmal gradually started writing in Hindi also. In a 
short while his eminence was acknowledged. In 1954, there was a program in 
Sanskrit in Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan in Mumbai wherein many Sanskrit scholars 
were participating. All participants were struck by the brilliant speech of Muni 
Nathmal. Similarly, in 1955 in Pune, Muni Nathmal’s brilliant speeches in various 
renowned institutions enthralled the audience for nine days. Also, during the 
stay of Acharya Tulsi in Kashi on his way to Kolkata in 1959, many meetings of 
learned audience were addressed by Muni Nathmal on philosophy and the 
principles of Jainism which were highly appreciated. His extempore composition 
of poetry was astonishing and was discussed everywhere.             
 
(04.07)  Title of Second Vivekananda 
Vivekanand is well known all over the country. Sharp intellect, brilliant oratory 
and unbound love for Indian culture made Vivekanand the national personality, 
and the World Religious Conference in Chicago in 1893 made him the world 
personality. Muni Nathmal has been conferred with the title of Second 
Vivekanand by eminent literary personalities, Rashtrakavi Dinkar and eminent 
Hindi scholar Kanhailal Mishra. The literary trend established by Vivekanand 
during his time is providing inspiration to people even today. Similarly, the 
literary trend of Muni Nathmal is ever flowing and enlivening the minds of people 
by filling it with the light of spirituality. Looking from the points of view of 
autonomous intellect, love of culture, literary creativity, love for his master, 
patriotism, etc. Swami Vivekanand can be visualized in him. International 
acceptance of his thoughts is comparable to the Chicago conference of 
Vevekanand.         



 
(04.07)  Deliverance from the indebtedness to the Mother 
Acharya Kalugani consented for initiation into monkhood of child Nathmal in 
recognition of intense tendency for renunciation in him, but the Nathmal was 
mindful of indebtedness to his mother and asked for her initiation into monkhood 
also. The benevolent Acharya Kalugani had to concede to the determination and 
dedication of the son to his mother and order initiation of both the son and the 
mother. The initiation ceremony took place in 1930.   
 
(04.08)  From Natthu to Mahapragya 
He has proved the transition meaningful from Indrachand to Nathmal, to Muni 
Natthu, Naathu to Munishri Nathmal to Mahapragya. Honours and titles are not 
earned just like that. Though every honour and title have their specific 
importance, when a title is conferred by a spiritual authority, it is beyond any 
questions. Munishri Nathmal was felicitated with the title of Mahapragya in the 
presence of a huge gathering (of people) in Gangashahar on 12 November, 
1978. Mahapragya was not just conferment of a title on this great man, it was 
his right assessment. Though the Geeta mentions Sthitapragya, Sthitadhee and 
Samaadhistha, etc., Mahapragya was the fitting assessment of Munishi Nathmal 
that derived from the intellect of Acharya Tulsi. Mahapragya implies the highest 
development of intellect.   

 
The scholarship and thoughts of Mahapragya are have been acclaimed 
internationally. He has added new dimensions to the field of meditation. He has 
been praised for his ability to explain the subject of his deliberation in the 
simplest terms for the readers or audience. He has been described with the most 
outstanding epithets for his scholarship by some of the most eminent litterateurs 
of his time.  

 
It is true that Mahapragya is the right assessment of his vast personality.  

 
Mahapragya is a symbol of unity in diversity. It is indeed rare to find such a 
multifaceted personality.             
 
(04.09) From Muni Nathmal to Yuvacharya 



There are no changes in the visual features corresponding to the neutral 
characteristics of an individual. It cannot be called a characteristic if it is 
changing. Names keep on changing, positions come and go, titles are also 
conferred, but, all through this, the individual remains the same. To use the Jain 
terminology, the matter remains the same while its alterations keep on 
changing. Alterations of the name does not affect the character of an individual. 
While addressing a vast gathering of people in Rajaldesar on 3 February 1979 
(Vikram Era 2035), Acharya Tulsi proclaimed Muni Nathmal as his successor. On 
this occasion, holding the hand of his successor, Acharya Tulsi said “Come, sit 
on my seat for a while.” The wordings of the letter of succession are:  

“Muni Nathmal has been dedicated to me from the beginning and has been 
experiencing an incomparable bliss. I believe that Muni Nathmal will make 
our sect progressive by disposing of all his duties in totality.”                               

 
From here onwards, Mahapragya Muni Nathmal became the widely known 
Yuvacharya Mahapragya.  

 
(04.10)  From Yuvacharya to Mahapragya 
In life, when and what will happen, cannot ever be said! When the lines of fate 
will become reality and appear face to face can be realized only after it’s 
happened. When the virtues will be rewarded is hidden too. Something similar 
happened on 18 February, 1994 in the life of Mahapragya. The Maryada 
Mahotsav (Celebration of the commandments given by Acharya Bhikshu) 
ceremony was taking place in Sujangarh. Acharya Tulsi assigned the 
responsibility of making the announcement about the Chaturmas to Yuvacharya 
Mahapragya. The program was progressing towards conclusion when Acharya 
Tulsi invited the attention of the audience by saying that today he was going to 
do something new. It would be a new thing in our sect, but elsewhere also it will 
be new. That very moment he ordered Mahapragya to stand up. On his standing 
up, Acharya pleasantly said “time and again I keep on saying to Mahapragya to 
take charge of his work, take the sect administration in his own hands, but that 
task has not yet been accomplished. Therefore, I am now handing the charge of 
Acharya over to Mahapragya, transferring it. Thus, Mahapragya became the 
tenth Acharya (Head) of the Terapanth Sect, and he proposed to the Gurudev to 
glorify the office of Ganadhipati (Master of the Masses). In this way a new 
administration was introduced in the Terapanth sect. About one year after the 
proclamation as Acharya, the formal ceremony of consecration of Mahapragya 
as the Acharya took place with all the formal and spiritual rituals took place. 



Thus, Mahapragya had the good fortune of becoming Acharya Mahapragya 
during the lifetime of Guru (Master) Tulsi, which can be regarded as a rare 
instance of history. This event, on the one hand, illustrates sacrifice by an ideal 
master, it is an assessment of eligibility on the other. 
 
(04.11) The Grand Departure 
It is hard to believe that Acharya Mahapragya is now no more in this world. But 
who can undo the writings of the fate? The heart of the masses was shattered 
by that cruel moment of time on 9 May, 2010. The news that the second 
Vivekananda of India, the tenth head of Terapanth was no more in this world 
was lacerating the heart of the people. Soon a sea of people gathered in 
Sardarshahar. It was a testimony to the popularity of Mahapragya. In the 
afternoon at 2.55 the tenth Sun of Terapanth went down. But he left behind the 
fragrance of his deeds that will forever make the earth fragrant.  

  

 
(04.12)  Titles and Awards/Honours Conferred on Acharya Shri 

Mahapragya 
Deeply influenced by his wonderful intellect, Acharya Tulsi conferred on him the 
titles of Mahapragya in 1978, and ‘Jain Yoga Ke Punaruddhaarak’ in 1986. The 
Mumbai Municipality honoured him with the title of ‘Lok Maharshi’ in 2003. In 
the same year, 2003, when he was presented with the ‘Indira Gandhi National 
Integrity Award’, the Interreligious and International Federation for World Peace, 
London, conferred on him the honour of ‘Ambassador for Peace’. The Chaitanya 
Kashyap Foundation felicitated him with the title of ‘Mahatma’ in 2004. In 
recognition of his work for communal harmony, the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
GOI, conferred on him the National Communal Harmony Award in 2005. In the 
same year, he was given the Mother Teresa Award. Various religious heads from 
Karnataka honoured him with the title of ‘Vishvabharati Doot’ in 2008. Also, in 
the same year, Jain Institution, London, felicitated him with the Ahimsa Award. 
It is not possible to mention the awards, honours and titles presented to him by 
the regional and the state level institutions. These awards and honours are 
testimony to the greatness of that epoch-making man. 
 



   

 
In the end, the excellence of Mahapragya was not inborn but accomplished 
through persistent and focused hard work. It can be said about him:  

 
Every individual has different life;  
life is a bubble of water. 
Do not underestimate anybody,  
Man becomes God by perseverance.          
 
(Abridged English translation of the original hindi Article by Pro. A.K Tripathi) 

                      


